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over to me when dinner was announced.   All to no purpose
In the circumstances the others could scarcely drink the un
wanted stuff, and it stood over while we dined—our dinne]
being dates only with butter to dip them in.   I made nc
further allusion to the incident, and Salih gallantly created *
diversion by announcing that the previous night he had beei
stung by a scorpion.   He had probably done no more thar
tread on a spike or thorn, and there seemed to be no swelling
of the foot or poisonous irritation.   I went off, however, tc
fetch my bottle of iodine, and there by my bedside I found
the bowl of -mill? !   Abu Ja'sha, I called out loudly that all
might hear, come hither !   What is this ?   It is your bowl oi
Tnilkj he replied ingratiatingly ; I put it there lest you might
be thirsty in the night.   Did you not hear what I said ? I
asked; would you have me break my oath ?   Take it away
and give it to our brethren that they may drink and, look
you! bring me no milk hereafter until we reach Sulaiyil. After
that I shall keep my cow to myself, and I swear now that I
shall not share a drop of her milk with any of you.   Till then
it is all yours.  Drink it and welcome !   But our brethren will
not drink, they say, he replied, so what shall I do with it ?
Drink it yourself, I said, or give it to the dog, if you like, but
take it away.   Ostentatiously he called to the dog, and Al
Aqfa profited deservedly from our bickering.   Sa'dan also,
reproached for his privity in the night's unfortunate incident
and manfully admitting his responsibility, took the oath upon
himself to drink no raill? these days, and I learned incident-
ally that Suwid had also forsworn Tnilk some days before in
consequence of a suggestion from one of the rest that he had
swallowed more than his due share of the common bowl.   It
was certainly interesting to discover that, in the Badawin
code, an oath taken in such circumstances is regarded as
inviolable.  The townsman is only honour-bound by the oath
of divorce for, if he do the thing forsworn, his wife is auto-
matically divorced and, by the sacred law, he cannot remarry
her until she has been wedded (and divorced) by another man.
Our camp lay in the midst of well-grown Abal bushes on
the border-line between the 'Awariq dunes and the Sahma
plain, which at this point was about three miles wide.  North-

